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Annual  Medical  Report  for  the  Year  1948 


I — PUBLIC  HEALTH 

(I)  SUMMARY  OF  IMPORTANT  EVENTS 

As  in  previous  years,  lack  of  Staff  tended  to  curtail  the  services  of  the  Department,  though  the  shortage 
was  less  acute  than  in  1947.  The  housing  shortage  has  led  to  considerable  inconvenience  and  senior  personnel 
has  had  to  be  posted  to  stations  where  there  was  accommodation  rather  than  to  those  where  their  services 
could  best  be  utilised.  The  establishment  of  Nurses  has  been  greatly  increased  and  this  has  enabled  several 
stations  to  provide  additional  services.  The  lack  of  Nursing  Sisters,  however,  continues  to  be  a  problem  and 
some  Senior  Nurses  of  the  African  Nursing  Staff  have  had  to  carry  out  certain  duties  of  Nursing  Sisters. 

2.  Staff  Changes. — The  following  Staff  changes  occurred  during  the  year  :  Dr.  G.  Watt,  m.b.e.,  Medical 
Officer,  was  promoted  Assistant  Director  of  Medical  Services.  Dr.  G.  F.  T.  Saunders,  o.b.e.,  Senior  Medical 
Officer,  Dr.  B.  A.  S.  Russell,  Dr.  S.  W.  Cooper,  Dr.  J.  S.  McGregor  and  Dr.  W.  R.  Phillipps,  Medical  Officers, 
were  promoted  Specialists.  Miss  G.  R.  Nickols,  m.b.e.,  Matron,  was  promoted  to  be  Principal  Matron.  Miss 
K.  W.  Storrier,  o.b.e.,  Sister  Tutor,  and  Miss  V.  M.  V.  Luscombe,  Senior  Nursing  Sister  were  promoted  to  be 
Matrons.  Miss  Rose  Johnston,  First  Division  Midwife,  was  promoted  to  be  Nursing  Sister.  Mr.  P.  Carlis 
Paittoo,  hirst  Division  Laboratory  Attendant,  was  promoted  to  be  Laboratory  Superintendent,  Grade  II. 
One  Medical  Officer  and  seven  Nursing  Sisters  resigned  their  appointments. 

3.  Retirements.  —  The  following  officers  retired  or  proceeded  on  leave  prior  to  retirement  :  Dr, 
N.  C.  McLeod,  o.b.e..  Deputy  Director  of  Medical  Services  and  Miss  E.  A.  Murray,  Nursing  Sister.  One 
Nursing  Sister  was  invalided  from  the  Service. 

4.  Appointments. — Newly  appointed  officers  comprised  eight  Medical  Officers,  four  Nursing  Sisters, 
two  Radiographers,  one  Sanitary  Superintendent  and  one  Accountant. 

5.  Study  Leave. — The  following  Medical  Officers  and  Medical  Officers  of  Health  were  granted  study 
leave  in  the  United  Kingdom  :  Dr.  E.  R.  Gauld,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  qualification  of  Membership 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  ;  Dr.  M.  Davy-Hayford,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a  course  for  the  Diploma 
in  Tropical  Medicine  and  Hygiene  (Edin.)  prior  to  obtaining  the  qualification  of  Membership  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians  ;  Drs.  J.  D.  Grene,  A.  H.  Dunnett,  G.  M.  Edington,  T.  K.  Howat,  G.  McHugh,  M.  H. 
Hughes  and  M.  J.  Colbourne,  to  attend  courses  of  instruction  at  the  London  School  of  Tropical  Medicine  and 
Hygiene  ;  Dr.  N.  Gray,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  Fellowship  Diploma  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons, 
Edinburgh  ;  Drs.  E.  J.  F.  Djoleto  and  H.  M.  Carson,  to  attend  courses  of  instruction  at  the  Liverpool  School 
of  Tropical  Medicine  and  Hygiene  ;  Drs.  H.  B.  L.  Russell  and  D.  Scott,  to  take  courses  of  instruction  to  qualify 
for  the  Diploma  in  Public  Health,  Part  I  ;  Dr.  E.  Akwei,  to  qualify  for  the  Diploma  in  Public  Health, 
Edinburgh  ;  Drs.  W.  R.  Phillipps  and  C.  O.  Easmon,  obtained  the  Fellowship  Diploma  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons,  Edinburgh. 

6.  Scholarships  and  Examinations. — Three  medical  scholars  went  to  the  United  Kingdom  during  the 
year.  There  were  at  the  end  of  the  3/ear  twenty-six  Government  medical  scholars  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
One  Government  medical  scholar  and  one  Government  dental  scholar  who  have  qualified  are  still  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  One  scholar  proceeded  to  the  United  Kingdom  to  read  for  a  degree  course  in  Pharmacy 
under  the  Colonial  Development  and  Welfare  Scheme.  One  Nuffield  scholar  is  at  present  in  the  United 
Kingdom  to  qualify  for  Membership  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  London. 

During  the  year  twenty-seven  students — seventeen  Government  and  ten  private — passed  the  Pharmacy 
Examinations  held  in  January  and  July,  1948.  Forty-two  Pupil  Mid  wives  were  successful  at  the  examinations 
held  in  January,  May  and  August  for  the  Certificate  of  the  Midwives’  Board.  Seven  of  these  successful  can¬ 
didates  are  Second  Division  Nurses.  Of  the  remaining  candidates,  fourteen  have  been  appointed  Government 

Mid  wives. 

Of  the  ten  candidates  who  presented  themselves  at  the  examination  for  the  Certificate  (West  Africa) 
of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  held  in  August,  1947,  two  were  successful.  This  year  only  two  sat  for  the 
examination,  the  results  of  which  have  not  yet  been  published. 

Forty-nine  Pupil  Sanitary  Inspectors  were  attending  the  School  of  Hygiene  and  Sanitation  at  Accra 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  Of  this  number  six  passed  out  of  the  school  and  were  appointed  Second  Division 
Sanitary  Inspectors  ;  two  resigned  their  appointments  and  two  had  their  appointments  terminated. 

Four  Student  Nurses  passed  their  final  State  Examination  in  General  Nursing  at  the  Nurses’  Training 
College  and  were  appointed  Second  Division  Nurses.  These  officers  are  at  present  undergoing  a  further  course 
of  training  at  the  Maternity  Hospital. 

7.  New  Buildings. — The  new  Nurses’  Training  College  at  Korle  Bu  was  completed  and  occupied  during 
the  year.  The  College,  which  is  modern  in  design,  provides  accommodation  for  some  170  students.  The 
buildings  include  two  well-equipped  demonstration  rooms,  a  domestic  science  room,  a  science  laboratory 
large  airy  lecture  halls,  a  study  library,  common  rooms,  a  visitors’  room,  an  up-to-date  dining  hall  and  nine 
dormitories  in  which  a  separate  well-fitted  cubicle  is  provided  for  each  student. 

Other  additions  and  improvements  during  the  year  were  : — 

Gold  Coast  Hospital,  Accra. — Extensions  to  the  X-Ray  and  Dental  Departments  were  completed 

and  additional  quarters  for  Nursing  Staff  were  completed  and  occupied. 
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Mental  Hospital,  Accra. — A  new  mortuary,  infirmary  and  kitchen  were  completed. 

Maternity  Hospital,  Accra.— A  small  post-mortem  room  for  the  investigation  of  neo-natal  deaths. 
A  new  linen  room  and  store.  x\  three-bedded  ward  with  bathroom,  lavatory  and  store  in  the  form  of 
an  annexe  for  the  treatment  of  sick  staff. 

Effia  Nkivanta  Hospital. — The  hospital  at  Sekondi  was  moved  to  its  new  buildings  at  Effia 
Nkwanta,  half-way  between  Sekondi  and  Takoradi,  and  was  opened  on  21st  of  August.  It  has 
accommodation  for  131  beds  and  19  cots. 

Winneba  Hospital. — Extensions  to  the  out-patient  waiting  room,  the  dispensary  and  ward  pantries 
and  bathrooms.  A  new  X-Ray  room.  A  small  laboratory. 

Abuse  District. — A  new  dispensary  at  Peki  was  nearly  completed. 

Koforidua  Hospital. — Work  commenced  on  an  extension  to  the  medical  store. 

Axim  Hospital. — A  new  dispensary  was  completed  and  opened  in  February. 

Kumasi  Hospital. — Twenty-eight  quarters  for  Nurses  and  10  quarters  for  labourers  were  re-con  - 
ditioned. 

Oda  Hospital. — Work  commenced  on  a  new  Out-patient  Department,  a  dispensary,  a  consulting 
room  and  a  medical  store. 

Takoradi  Hospital. — A  start  was  made  on  the  conversion  of  the  R.A.F.  Hospital.  The  building 
will  be  ready  for  occupation  early  in  1949. 

Tamale  Central  Hospital. — The  kitchen  was  enlarged  and  improved.  Three  septic  tank  latrines 
were  built.  Work  was  begun  on  an  X-Ray  building. 

Bolgatanga  Hospital. — The  construction  of  a  60-bedded  hospital  at  Bolgatanga  was  commenced. 

Other  Work. — Plans  are  well  under  way  for  the  construction  of  a  40-bedded  hospital  at  Hohoe, 
and  plans  have  been  passed  for  extensions  to  the  hospitals  at  Oda,  Winneba,  Ho  and  Keta. 

8.  Legislation. — Two  amending  Ordinances  to  existing  legislation  were  passed 

(i)  Ordinance  No.  25  of  1948  further  to  amend  the  Medical  Practitioners  and  Dentists  Registration 
Ordinance  :  to  appoint  the  Deputy  Director  of  Medical  Services  as  Registrar  in  place  of  the 
Director  of  Medical  Services,  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  certain  Medical  Practitioners 
in  conformity  with  legislation  now  in  force  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  with  the  practice  of  the 
General  Medical  Council  ;  also  to  make  better  provision  with  regard  to  disciplinary  investi¬ 
gation  into  the  professional  conduct  of  Medical  Practitioners  and  Dentists  in  accordance  with 
United  Kingdom  practice. 

(ii)  Ordinance  No.  26  of  1948  to  supplement  the  number  of  classes  of  registered  Nurses  in  the  Gold 
Coast  under  existing  conditions  and  to  legalise  the  position  of  : 

(a)  persons  training  under  supervision  in  nursing  ;  and 

( b )  Nurses  registered  in  one  part  of  the  register  who  are  training  to  become  qualified  for  regis¬ 
tration  in  another  part  of  the  register. 

The  amendments  to  the  Nurses  Ordinance  facilitate  a  simple  and  efficient  form  of  registration  and 
supervision  of  Nurses  and  persons  training  as  such,  and  will  simplify  the  form  of  regulations  to  be  shortly 
brought  into  force. 

9.  Anti-Malarial  Measures  and  Sanitation . — Routine  anti-mosquito  measures  were  continued.  The 
Korle  Lagoon  outfall  was  completed. 

Existing  standards  of  general  sanitation  were  well  maintained  in  spite  of  shortages  of  staff  and 
materials. 

10.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. — Attendances  at  the  various  Child  Welfare  and  Ante-Natal  Clinics 
continue  to  increase.  Mothers  are  becoming  increasingly  aware  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  closely 
inter-related  system  of  domiciliary  visits,  weighing  centres  and  clinical  services.  Cases  of  dietary  deficiency 
accounted  for  the  majority  of  out-patients,  but  most  of  these  cleared  up  in  a  dramatic  way  when  put  on  an 
ordinary  balanced  diet.  Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  educating  mothers  in  personal  hygiene  and  the 
principles  of  infant  feeding. 

11.  British  Red  Cross  Society.—  The  Gold  Coast  Branch  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  continued  to 
do  useful  work.  During  the  year  an  expansion  scheme  which  called  for  the  raising  of  £20,000  by  voluntary 
subscriptions  was  inaugurated.  The  money  is  to  be  spent  on  maternity  and  child  welfare  work.  Five 
mobile  maternity  and  child  welfare  clinics  have  been  put  into  service.  Drugs  for  these  mobile  clinics  are 
supplied  by  the  Medical  Department  on  a  repayment  basis. 

12.  Smallpox. — Outbreaks  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  and  smallpox  occurred  simultaneously  in  the 
eastern  section  of  the  Northern  Territories.  There  were  651  cases  of  smallpox  with  120  deaths.  In  the 
southern  parts  of  the  country  outbreaks  of  smallpox  occurred  in  widely  separated  places.  In  no  instance 
except  in  the  Winneba-Swedru  area,  where  there  were  199  cases  with  61  deaths,  did  the  outbreaks  reach 
epidemic  proportions. 

In  the  Keta  area,  an  outbreak  which  had  started  in  the  early  part  of  1947,  continued  up  to  November, 
1948.  In  this  outbreak  there  were  372  cases  with  56  deaths.  Outbreaks  in  the  Assesewa  area  and  the 
Akwapim  Ridge  villages  accounted  for  82  cases  with  20  deaths.  Total  cases  for  the  whole  country  were  1,269 
with  237  deaths. 


7 


Anti-smallpox  preventive  measures  were  instituted  in  the  Colony  and  in  Togoland  under  United 
Kingdom  Trusteeship  where  a  combined  vaccination  drive  with  the  French  Authorities  is  being  under¬ 
taken  along  the  frontier.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  frontier  campaign,  a  total  of  461,947  vaccinations  has 
been  undertaken  by  the  Gold  Coast  team.  In  the  Gold  Coast  Colony  1,582,841  vaccinations  were  performed 
during  the  year. 

13.  Cerebrospinal  Meningitis. — Outbreaks  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  and  smallpox  occurred  simulta¬ 
neously  in  the  eastern  section  of  the  Northern  Territories.  There  were  in  all  1 1 ,002  cases  of  meningitis  with 
868  deaths. 

As  no  method  of  preventing  epidemics  of  this  disease  is  known  to  medical  science,  the  efforts  of  the 
Medical  Department  have  been  concentrated  on  the  early  recognition  of  commencing  epidemics  and  the  most 
effective  method  of  handling  the  outbreak  when  it  has  commenced.  To  this  end  it  has  been  decided  that 
during  the  epidemic  season  the  personnel  of  the  Yaws  and  Trypanosomiasis  Campaigns  will  be  placed  under 
the  orders  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Northern  Territories,  for  epidemic  duties,  with  the  minimum 
amount  of  interruption  to  the  work  of  these  campaigns. 

It  is  generally  agreed  that  restrictive  measures  against  movement  of  individuals  are  not  necessary  and 
of  little  value.  It  is  therefore  not  proposed  in  future  to  ask  for  the  imposition  of  these. 

Twenty  additional  educated  workers  are  being  recruited.  These  will  be  trained  in  yaws  and  trypa¬ 
nosomiasis  work  as  well  as  in  epidemic  duties  and  will  be  available  during  the  epidemic  off-season  for  these 
campaigns.  They  will  be  organised  in  teams  to  deal  with  endemic  and  epidemic  disease  and  therefore  other 
health  activities  will  not  be  interrupted  or  embarrassed  by  the  withdrawal  of  Sanitary  personnel  from  towns 
and  training  schools  as  has  happened  during  epidemics  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  in  the  past. 

Systematic  training  of  these  epidemic  team  workers  will  be  continued  next  year.  Part  of  this  training 
will  be  incorporated  with  the  School  for  Native  Authority  Dressers,  and  part  during  actual  epidemics,  in  which 
they  will  take  part  as  a  training  unit  under  the  direction  of  their  teachers. 

The  teaching  of  Field  Nursing  will  be  specially  emphasised.  This  is  regarded  as  of  the  first  importance 
as  the  degree  of  co-operation  obtained  from  the  people  is  directly  dependent  on  the  conviction  they  have  that 
everything  done  is  being  done  for  their  immediate  benefit. 

The  permanent  establishment  to  be  aimed  at  for  epidemic  disease  work  in  the  Northern  Territories 

is  : — 

1  Medical  Officer 

1  First  Division  Field  Assistant 

2  Sections,  each  of  5  Second  Division  Field  Assistants  and  50  Technicians. 

I  Training  Field  Section. 

This  Training  Field  Section  will  have  the  same  constitution  as  the  other  sections,  but  the  senior  staff 
will  be  selected  for  their  teaching  ability  and  the  junior  staff  mainly  pupils. 

14.  Yellow  Fever. — There  were  two  fatal  cases  of  Yellow  Fever  (one  male  and  one  female)  during  the 
year.  One  occurred  in  Accra  and  the  other  in  Kumasi.  The  number  of  house-to-house  inspections  carried 
out  for  the  prevalence  of  mosquito  larvae  totalled  3,198,986. 

15.  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — The  figures  for  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  were  high 
{vide  paragraph  30).  At  the  Gold  Coast  Hospital,  cases  admitted  showed  a  decrease  of  18*5  per  cent  on  those 
for  1947,  and  there  was  a  death-rate  of  50  per  cent.  As  in  previous  years,  the  principal  sufferer  in  the  Northern 
Territories  was  the  migrant  labourer  from  the  mining  areas.  The  majority  of  patients  reporting  at  hospitals 
are  in  an  advanced  condition  of  the  disease  and  beyond  all  but  palliative  treatment.  On  the  other  hand  many 
cases  who  report  with  their  disease  at  an  early  stage,  become  impatient  after  three  or  four  weeks  hospitalisation 
and  return  to  their  homes  to  undergo  treatment  by  native  medicine.  No  available  official  figure  can  therefore 
give  an  accurate  indication  of  the  incidence  of  this  disease. 

During  the  year,  Dr.  F.  R.  G.  Heaf,  Adviser  in  Tuberculosis  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  London 
County  Council,  visited  the  Gold  Coast. 

16.  Yaws  and  Trypanosomiasis  Campaigns. — Free  mass  treatment  of  Yaws  continued  in  the  Northern 
Territories  with  satisfactory  results.  A  re-survey  of  the  Dagomba  area  during  the  year  enabled  an  estimate 
of  the  value  of  the  Yaws  Campaign  to  be  made.  It  is  evident  that  the  campaign  has  failed  to  reduce  the 
incidence  of  secondary  Yaws  but  has  produced  a  definite  reduction  in  the  serious  tertiary  manifestations. 
The  campaign  was  extended  to  Ejura  and  Nkoranza  in  Ashanti.  During  the  year  13,009  cases  of  Yaws  were 
treated  by  the  campaign  and  teams  in  Dagomba  also  treated  1,421  relapse  cases.  The  increased  labour 
power  available  as  a  result  of  the  Yaws  Campaign  is  a  noticeable  feature  in  the  areas  where  the  teams  operated. 

During  1949  it  is  proposed  to  double  the  number  of  personnel  employed  in  the  campaign.  The  north¬ 
west  corner  of  Sefwi,  a  few  villages  south  of  Ejura  and  the  north-west  corner  of  Ho  District,  will  be  surveyed 
from  January  to  September  and  the  survey  of  north  Ashanti  will  be  completed  in  the  dry  season. 

In  the  north,  the  Tong  Hills,  northern  Wa  and  the  area  north  of  Han  will  be  done  during  the  rains  and 
the  Gonja  District  during  the  dry  season. 

Trypanosomiasis. — The  Trypanosomiasis  Campaign  was  continued  during  the  year.  At  the  request 
of  the  French  Authorities,  frontier  areas  adjoining  French  territory  were  surveyed  during  1947-48.  These 
included  the  whole  of  the  Krachi  District,  a  strip  of  eastern  Dagomba  and  that  part  of  the  Sunyani  District 
west  of  Warn  Pamu.  In  all  these  areas,  the  incidence  was  found  to  be  trivial  with  the  exception  of  the  Pai- 
Akrosu  Division  of  Krachi  where  it  was  1  per  cent. 

The  Ejura  Division  was  re-surveyed  with  extension  to  the  Attebubu  area.  An  infection  rate  of  1  per 
was  found.  This  is  high  but  compares  favourably  with  the  rate  of  6  per  cent  found  in  1940.  A  rate  of  1  per¬ 
cent  was  found  also  in  the  Attebubu  area  and  in  Prang. 
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An  unexpectedly  low  rate  was  found  in  Yeji  (l  per  cent  as  compared  with  4  per  cent  in  19  41),  and  in 
the  notorious  area  just  north  of  Yeji,  where  there  was  a  severe  epidemic  in  1943,  the  rate  was  only  2  per  cent. 

A  sample  survey  of  the  remainder  of  Dagomba  showed  trivial  infection  rates.  Dabova  and  its  villages 
however  showed  a  rate  of  1*5  per  cent. 

A  total  of  85,441  persons  was  examined  by  the  survey  teams  and  783  cases  were  treated  (including 
those  treated  in  the  fixed  centres  of  the  campaign). 

During  the  year  Dr.  Tooth,  Colonial  Research  Fellow,  continued  to  work  with  the  campaign  studying 
the  mental  aspects  of  the  disease.  He  found  that  there  is  a  fairly-definite  mental  syndrome  but  that  rarely 
cases  of  other  diseases  (Schizophrenia  and  mental  symptonis  associated  with  severe  anaemia)  may  simulate 
it  closely. 


I.  TRYPANOSOMIASIS  SURVEY  RESULTS 

Table  I 


Persons 

Found  to  be 

Examined 

Infected 

Northern  Section  ... 

37,332 

99 

Ashanti-Krachi  Section 

48,109 

243 

Totals 

85,441 

342 

II.  CASES  OF  TRYPANOSOMIASIS  AND  YAWS  TREATED 

Table  II 


TRYPANOSOMIASIS 

YAWS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Ashanti-Krachi  Section  ... 

121 

44 

105 

1,502 

1,278 

2,840 

Northern  Section  ... 

49 

27 

70 

5,008 

4,741 

9,809 

Kintampo  Centre  ... 

70 

22 

92 

194 

100 

300 

Yeji  Centre 

100 

55 

155 

—  - 

— 

— 

Abrepo  Centre 

212 

83 

295 

— 

— 

— 

552 

231 

783 

0,824 

0,185 

13,009 

17.  Leprosy — ( vide  paragraph  32). — No  accurate  estimate  has  been  arrived  at  as  to  the  incidence  of 
the  disease,  but  it  is  probably  much  higher  than  is  generally  imagined.  The  real  incidence  will  only  be 
ascertained  when  adequate  treatment  centres  are  established. 

At  present  there  are  four  refuges  for  lepers,  Kumasi,  Yendi,  Ho  and  Accra.  That  at  Accra  is  being 
moved  shortly  to  a  site  a  few  miles  outside  the  town. 

A  full  time  leprosy  officer  and  two  lay  assistants  have  now  been  appointed  and  taken  up  duties. 

Proposals  now  are  that  three  leprosaria  will  be  established  to  cover  the  country.  Each  will  have 
accommodation  for  2,000  patients.  Each  of  these  settlements  will  be  under  the  control  of  a  Leprosy  Control 
Officer,  and  in  districts  where  the  disease  is  very  prevalent,  Native  Authorities  will  be  helped  to  establish 
leprosy  villages,  where  the  inhabitants  will  lead  a  normal  life.  These  will  be  supervised  by  the  nearest 
leprosarium. 

18.  Mental  Hospital. — During  the  year  the  staff  was  increased  by  1  Second  Division  Clerk,  l  Second 
Division  Dispenser,  1  Microscopist  and  23  Mental  Nurses. 

A  new  mortuary,  kitchen  and  infirmary  were  completed  but  were  not  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 
owing  to  lack  of  equipment. 

Early  in  the  year  a  system  was  started  whereby  5  male  Nurses  and  1  female  Nurse  from  the  Mental 
Hospital  were  sent  to  the  Gold  Coast  Hospital  for  6  months  training  in  general  nursing.  They  were  replaced 
by  an  equal  number  of  Nurses  from  the  Gold  Coast  Hospital  who  gained  experience  in  mental  nursing. 

The  first  batch  have  completed  their  course  and  the  second  course  commenced  on  the  1st  November. 

Admissions  during  the  year  totalled  172  as  compared  with  223  in  1947.  There  were  128  deaths  during 
the  year  (seven  more  than  in  1947). 

Fifty-one  patients  were  discharged  as  compared  with  seventy  in  1947. 

The  average  number  of  patients  in  residence  was  in  the  region  of  650. 

General  Health. — The  general  standard  of  health  was  fair. 
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19.  Nurses  Training  College,  Accra. — The  new  Nurses  Training  College  at  Ivorle  Bu  was  completed 
during  the  year.  It  will  contain  accommodation  for  170  girls. 

Two  one-year  Pre-Nursing  Courses,  each  with  20  girls  have  been  arranged.  One  commenced  in  May, 
1948  and  the  second  will  commence  in  January,  1949. 

A  Preliminary  Nursing  Class  of  four  months  duration,  commenced  in  May,  1948  and  a  second  is  due 
to  commence  in  January,  1949.  Most  of  the  girls  entering  these  classes  had  previously  passed  through 
the  Pre-Nursing  Course,  but  a  few  entered  directly  from  secondary  schools  with  the  School  Certificate. 

The  number  of  nursing  students  receiving  training  in  hospital  has  risen  considerably  owing  to  the' 
larger  numbers  now  being  taken  into  the  Pre-Nursing  Courses.  During  hospital  training  students  receive 
two  lectures  per  week  in  addition  to  block  teaching  of  two  to  three  weeks  annually. 

The  syllabus  of  lectures  for  the  State  Registered  Examination,  as  approved  by  the  Nurses  Board  for 
the  Gold  Coast,  has  been  followed  in  training  the  students  of  the  Nurses  Training  College.  This  involves, 
besides  numerous  lectures  by  the  Sister  Tutors,  courses  in  medicine  and  surgery  by  physicians  and  surgeons 
attached  to  the  Gold  Coast  Hospital  and  in  dietetics  by  the  Nutrition  Officer.  Demonstrations  have  also 
been  arranged  for  senior  students  in  the  Pathological  Research  Laboratory. 


Number  of  Students  under  Training. 

Nursing  students  in  final  year  of  hospital  training  ...  ...  ...  13 

Nursing  students  in  second  year  of  hospital  training  ...  ...  18 

Nursing  students  in  first  year  of  hospital  training  ...  .  34 

Nursing  students  in  Preliminary  Nursing  Class  ...  ...  ...  18 

Students  in  Pre-Nursing  Class,  third  term  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


97 


Four  students  completed  their  training  and  passed  the  final  State  Examination  in  June,  1948.  These 
are  the  first  nurses  trained  in  the  Gold  Coast  to  reach  a  standard  comparable  with  that  of  State  Registered 
Nurses  in  England. 

Sixteen  nursing  students  were  successful  in  the  Preliminary  State  Examination  during  the  year. 

20.  Maternity  Hospital,  Accra. — The  Maternity  Hospital  at  Accra  continued  to  provide  ante-natal 
and  post-natal  treatment  as  well  as  midwifery  service. 


RECORD  OF  WORK  DONE 
Table  III 


1947 

1948 

Out-patients  treated 

7,158 

11,911 

In-patients  treated 

1,860 

2,295 

Babies  delivered 

801 

842 

Non- African  patients  delivered  ...  . 

38 

40 

Total  beds  available 

73 

75 

Daily  average  beds  occupied 

50 

52 

In  addition  to  the  Out-patient  Clinics  held  daily  at  the  Maternity  Hospital,  extra-mural  clinics  have 
been  held  at  Christiansborg  (twice  weekly)  and  at  Teshi  (once  weekly).  For  the  greater  part  of  the  year  a 
weekly  ante-natal  clinic  was  held  at  Nsawam,  but  this  has  now  been  taken  over  by  the  Medical 
Officer,  Nsawam. 

Teaching. — Instruction  by  the  Medical  Officer  and  the  Sister  Tutor  has  continued  throughout  the  year. 
Midwifery  Pupils  admitted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Average  Number  in  Residence  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Entered  for  Final  C.M.B.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Passed  Final  C.M.B .  42 

There  are  now  so  many  trained  midwives  practising  privately  in  the  Accra  district  that  difficulty  is 
experienced  in  obtaining  a  sufficient  number  of  normal  labours  for  the  instruction  of  Pupil  Midwives. 

21. — Dressing  Stations. — An  interesting  feature  of  departmental  activities  was  the  opening  of  dressing 
stations  in  rural  areas  in  the  Colony,  Ashanti  and  the  Northern  Territories.  These  dressing  stations 
are  stocked  with  medicines  provided  by  the  Medical  Department  and  are  run  by  nurses  of  the  Department 
for  the  Native  Authorities  who  will  take  over  these  duties  when  the  Native  Authority  staff,  at  present  under 
training  at  Kintampo,  have  completed  their  course. 

Another  feature  was  the  provision  of  three  mobile  dispensaries  which  operate  in  the  Colony,  Ashanti 
and  the  Northern  Territories.  These  dispensaries  are  well  stocked  with  medicines  and  are  in  charge  of  nurses. 

Native  Authorities  are  showing  more  interest  in  health  services  and  the  Bekwai  Native  Authority  has 
provided  the  first  maternity  clinic  in  Ashanti.  Many  other  Native  Authorities  have  made  provision  in  their 
estimates  for  1949-50  for  health  centres  and  for  training  of  Native  Authority  dressers. 
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22.  Travelling  Dispensaries. — Recently  three  travelling  dispensaries  have  functioned  on  the  roads  from 
Kumasi,  Tamale  and  Winneba. 

Bad  roads,  constant  mechanical  breakdowns,  poor  driving,  and  poor  maintenance  have  caused  failure. 

They  visit  villages  once  weekly  and  many  people  come  from  considerable  distances  for  treatment. 
Therefore  failure  of  the  mobile  dispensary  to  arrive  on  the  appointed  day  discourages  them. 

Doctors  cannot  be  spared  and  therefore  the  dispensaries  are  in  charge  of  a  trained  African  Nurse  or 
Dispenser. 

The  value  of  weekly  treatments  is  doubtful  except  in  the  case  of  Yaws  but  in  spite  of  this  the  dispen¬ 
saries  are  very  popular  with  the  people. 

More  recently  five  lighter  vehicles  have  been  placed  on  the  road  to  carry  out  midwifery  and  child 
welfare  work  under  the  auspices  of  the  Red  Cross  Society. 

So  far  the  indications  are  that  these  will  be  successful  as  objectives  are  more  limited. 

23.  Distinguished  Visitors. — During  the  year  Dr.  Douglas  Millar,  Obstetrician  and  Gynaecologist  of 
Edinburgh,  Dr.  F.  R.  G.  Heaf,  Adviser  in  Tuberculosis  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  London  County  Council 
and  Professor  Andrew  Topping,  Specialist  in  Social  and  Preventive  Medicine,  visited  the  Colony  under  the 
Nuffield  Foundation  Scholarships  Scheme. 

(II)  IMPORTANT  DISEASES  TREATED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

24.  Diseases  of  the  Enteric  Group  (1)  [a,  b  and  c). — Five  hundred  and  thirty-one  cases  were  treated  in 
hospitals  during  the  year.  There  were  37  deaths.  In  1947  there  were  29G  cases  and  44  deaths. 

25.  Smallpox  (5). — Three  hundred  and  forty-nine  cases  were  treated  in  hospitals.  There  were  fourteen 
deaths.  In  1947  there  were  89  cases  and  two  deaths. 

26.  Diseases  of  the  Dysenteric  Group  (12). — Five  thousand  and  seventy-one  cases  were  treated  in 
hospitals.  There  were  fifty  deaths.  One  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  cases  were  amoebic  in  type 
with  18  deaths.  In  1947  there  were  3,341  cases  of  Dysentery  with  54  deaths.  Of  these  1,029  were  amoebic 
in  type  with  32  deaths. 

27.  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  (16). — Four  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  cases  were  treated  in 
hospitals.  There  were  256  deaths.  In  1947  there  were  577  cases  and  75  deaths. 

28.  Rabies  (17). — Ten  cases  were  treated  in  hospitals  and  there  were  ten  deaths.  In  1947  there  were 
three  deaths. 

29.  Tetanus  (18). — Three  hundred  and  forty-one  cases  were  treated  in  hospitals.  There  were  72  deaths. 
In  1947  there  were  264  cases  with  62  deaths. 

30.  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  (19). — Two  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-seven  cases 
were  treated  in  hospitals.  There  were  242  deaths.  In  1947  there  were  2,490  cases  with  307  deaths.  The 
figure  for  1948  represents  7-7  per  cent  of  all  deaths  in  hospitals  from  all  causes  during  the  year — a  decrease 
of  3'1  on  the  percentage  figure  for  1947.  In  the  Registration  Areas  of  the  Gold  Coast  Pulmonary  Tubercu¬ 
losis  was  responsible  for  84  per  thousand  registered  deaths — vide  Table  (VI)  page  12.  The  corresponding 
figure  for  1947  was  91  and  in  1946  it  was  101. 

31.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  (20). — Seven  hundred  and  fifty-seven  cases  of  these  conditions  were 
treated  in  hospitals,  being  22  •  8  per  cent  of  cases  due  to  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis.  There  were  28  deaths. 
In  1947  there  were  526  cases  with  44  deaths.  The  cases  in  1947  represented  17 ‘4  per  cent  of  cases  due  to  all 
forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

32.  Leprosy  (21). — One  thousand  and  thirty-three  in-patients  and  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
thirteen  out-patients  were  treated  as  compared  with  933  and  787  during  the  previous  year.  At  Ho, 
the  principal  settlement,  there  was  on  the  31st  December,  1948,  a  total  of  521  patients  (328  male  and  193 
female),  compared  with  422  at  the  end  of  1947.  Deaths  at  Ho  in  1948  totalled  28  compared  with  25  in  1947. 
Total  deaths  for  the  country  in  1948  were  49,  compared  with  37  in  1947. 

33.  V  enereal  Disease  (22). — Two  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-one  cases  of  Syphilis  were  treated 
in  hospitals,  an  increase  of  964  on  the  figure  for  1947,  which  wras  itself  569  more  than  the  figure  for  1946. 
There  were  9  deaths  compared  with  16  in  1947  and  7  in  1946. 

Gonorrhoea  and  its  complications  accounted  for  20,202  cases  with  31  deaths,  compared  with  15,085 
cases  with  18  deaths  in  1947. 

It  was  reported  from  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  at  the  Gold  Coast  Hospital  that  Gonorrhoea  and  its 
complications  again  accounted  for  the  majority  of  patients.  New  Gonorrhoea  cases  showed  a  decrease  of 
24  per  cent  over  those  in  1947.  I  here  was  an  increase  of  13  per  cent  in  cases  of  primary  Syphilis.  A  total 
of  1,985  cases  wfas  treated  at  the  Clinic. 

34.  \  ellow  Fever  (23). —  there  wfere  two  fatal  cases  of  Yelkw  Fever  (one  male  and  one  female)  during 
the  year.  One  case  occurred  in  Accra  and  the  other  in  Kumasi.  Neither  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  hospital. 

35.  Malaria  (24). — There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Malaria  treated  in  hospitals 
during  1948  as  compared  with  1947.  The  total  for  1948  was  78,870  cases  with  141  deaths,  whilst  in  1947 
there  were  60,258  cases  with  96  deaths.  The  percentage  of  deaths  from  this  condition  to  all  deaths 
in  hospital  in  1948  was  4-5  (as  compared  w'ith  3’ 3  in  1947)  and  in  all  the  Registration  Areas  Malaria  was 
responsible  for  101  per  1,000  registered  deaths.  In  1947  the  comparable  figure  was  103. 
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Details  of  cases  were  as  follows  : — 

TABLE  IV 


Type  of  Malaria 

1947 

1948 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Benign  Tertian 

570 

8 

1,020 

3 

Subtertian 

8,380 

30 

0,052 

18 

Quartan 

205 

4 

188 

— 

Unclassified  ... 

51,037 

54 

70,404 

120 

Totals  ... 

00,258 

90 

78,870 

141 

36.  Blackwater  Fever  (25). — Forty-one  cases  were  treated  in  hospitals.  There  were  eight  deaths. 
Comparative  figures  for  1947  were  34  cases  treated  with  five  deaths. 

37.  Trypanosomiasis  (27). — ( Vide  paragraph  16). — A  total  of  2,428  cases  was  treated  in  hospitals. 
There  were  41  deaths.  In  1947  there  were  3,299  cases  with  60  deaths. 

38.  Yaws  (28) — (vide  paragraph  16). — A  total  of  143,812  cases  was  treated  in  hospitals.  There  were 
nine  deaths.  In  1947  there  were  144,441  cases  with  three  deaths. 

39.  Helminthic  Diseases  (30,  31  32). — A  total  of  25,716  cases  was  treated  in  hospitals.  There  were  59 
deaths.  The  chief  infections  were  Ankylostomiasis  (7,512  cases  with  32  deaths)  and  Schistosomiasis  (5,274 
cases  with  12  deaths). 

The  corresponding  figures  for  1947  were  :  total  cases  15,122  with  47  deaths  ;  Ankylostomiasis  3,345 
cases  with  21  deaths  ;  Schistosomiasis  3,088  cases  with  16  deaths. 

40.  Cancer  and  other  Tumours  (34). — There  were  150  malignant  Tumours  seen  in  hospitals  with  16 
recorded  deaths,  and  890  non-malignant  Tumours,  with  three  recorded  deaths.  In  1947  the  figures  were 
192  malignant  Tumours  with  24  recorded  deaths,  and  863  non-malignant  Tumours  with  four  recorded  deaths. 

41.  Rheumatic  Conditions  (35). — As  in  1947,  one  case  of  Rheumatic  Fever  was  reported  and  no  death. 
Other  Rheumatic  conditions  accounted  for  19,522  cases  and  three  deaths.  In  1947  there  were  14,727  cases 
and  two  deaths. 

42.  Nutritional  Diseases  (37,  38,  39  and  40a). 


TABLE  V 


1947 

1948 

Increase 

in  Cases 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Scurvy  (37) 

20 

I 

07 

— 

41 

Beriberi  (38) 

70 

3 

49 

1 

— 

Pellagra  (39)  . 

315 

8 

104 

5 

— 

Other  nutritional  diseases  (40a)  ... 

2,325 

43 

4,542 

78 

2,217 

Totals  ... 

2,742 

55 

4,822 

84 

iw 

Gi 

cc 

The  continued  increase  in  the  numbers  of  nutritional  diseases  notified  is  due  largely  to  an  increasing 
awareness  and  knowledge  and  not  to  a  real  increase  in  the  numbers  of  such  cases. 


43.  Affections  of  the  Respiratory  System  (49,  50  and  51). — Bronchitis  accounted  for  31,687  cases  with 
eight  deaths,  compared  with  25,143  cases  and  20  deaths  in  1947. 

Broncho-Pneumonia  accounted  for  1,774  cases  with  128  deaths,  compared  with  1,051  cases  and  100 
deaths  in  1947. 

Lobar  Pneumonia  accounted  for  2,466  cases  with  73  deaths,  compared  with  1,627  cases  and  90  deaths 

in  1947. 

Undefined  pneumonia  accounted  for  2,953  cases  with  53  deaths,  compared  with  1,069  cases  and  39 
deaths  in  1947. 

Total  pneumonia  cases  for  1948  were  7,193  with  254  deaths.  The  total  for  1947  was  3,747  cases  with 
229  deaths. 

44.  Nephritis  ( all  forms )  (58). — A  total  of  1,256  cases  was  treated  in  hospitals.  There  were  53  deaths. 
In  1947  there  were  710  cases  and  34  deaths. 

45.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  etc.  (60). — A  total  of  92,553  cases  was  recorded,  with  243  deaths.  In  1947 
the  total  was  53,585  with  306  deaths. 
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(III)  VITAL  STATISTICS 

46  An  official  census  was  taken  in  January,  1948.  Tabulation  of  figures  and  other  data  has  not  yet 
been  completed.  The  population  figure  given  in  the  subjoined  table  must  therefore  be  regarded  as 

provisional. 


(i)  General  Population 


TABLE  VI 


1948 

Total  number 

registered 

Total  Population . 

4,473,942 

— 

Population  of  Registration  Areas  . . 

498,400 

— 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  persons  living  . 

29-4 

14,034 

Death-rate  per  1,000  persons  living  ...  v .  .  . 

21  4 

10,081 

Infantile  Mortality  rate . 

121 

1,764 

Stillbirth-rate  per  1,000  total  births  . 

87 

1,274 

Maternal  mortality  per  1,000  total  births  . 

20-3 

323 

Deaths  from  respiratory  diseases  per  1,000  deaths  registered  .  . 

118 

1,201 

Deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  per  1,000  deaths  registered 

84 

893 

Deaths  from  intestinal  diseases  per  1,000  deaths  registered  .... 

70 

812 

Deaths  from  malaria  per  1,000  deaths  registered  . 

101 

1,084 

Deaths  due  to  starvation  . 

35 

“ 

47.  The  following  tables  compare  mortality  and  birth  rates  recorded  for  1947  with  those  recorded  for 

1948. 


TABLE  VII 


Decreases 


1947 

1948 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  persons  living  . 

39-7 

29-4 

Death-rate  per  1,000  persons  living  . 

27-4 

21-4 

Deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  per  1,000  deaths  registered  ... 

91 

84 

Deaths  from  malaria  per  1,000  deaths  registered  . 

103 

101 

TABLE  VIII 

Increases 


1947 

1948 

Infantile  mortality  rate  ... 

117 

121 

Still-birth-rate  per  1,000  total  births 

73 

87 

Maternal  mortality  per  1,000  total  births 

19-2 

20.3 

Deaths  from  intestinal  diseases  per  1,000  deaths  registered  ... 

75 

76 

Deaths  due  to  starvation  ... 

24 

35 

(ii)  General  European  Population 

TABLE  IX 


Official 

Non-Official 

Total 

Number  of  European  resident 

1,036 

4,573 

5,609 

Number  invalided 

20 

35 

55 

Number  of  Deaths  ... 

i) 

11 

13 

13 


48.  Compared  with  1947  the  number  of  resident  Europeans  rose  by  853. 

The  number  of  invalidings  during  1948  was  55  as  compared  with  72  in  1947. 

The  number  of  deaths  fell  from  17  to  13. 

49.  The  causes  of  invalidings  of  European  officials  were  : — 

General  tiredness  and  headaches  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tiredness  ...  .  ...  .  .  1 

Nervous  exhaustion  ...  ...  ...  .  1 

Chronic  amoebic  dysentery  ...  ...  .  1 

Pyrexia  of  uncertain  origin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Anginoid  pains  left  chest  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Glandular  fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cerebral  malaria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

General  debility  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Paratyphoid  fever  .  ...  .  1 

Psychosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Manic  depressive  psychosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Depression  of  psychogenic  origin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Debility  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Arterial  hypertension  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  vision  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Perforated  gastric  ulcer  ...  .  .  .  1 

Xenophobia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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50.  The  causes  of  deaths  of  European  officials  were  : — • 

Cerebral  malaria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Coronary  thrombosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

51.  The  causes  of  invalidings  of  non-official  Europeans  were  : — 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  5 

Malaria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  5 

Peptic  ulcer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •  • .  •  •  •  4 

.  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •  •  •  ...  •  •  •  2 

Anxiety  state  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •  •  •  •  •  •  2 

Acute  melancholia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  1 

Acute  mania  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  1 

Nervous  debility  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  1 

Nervous  disorder  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 

General  debility  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  1 

Rheumatic  carditis  .  1 

Congestive  cardiac  failure 

Valvular  incompetence  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  1 

Suspected  silicosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •  •  •  •  •  •  1 

Suspected  pulmonary  tuberculosis  .  1 

Skin  rash  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  1 

Bronchial  asthma  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  1 

Pernicious  anaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  1 

Jaundice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  4 

Injury  to  feet  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  4 

Luetic  meningitis  ...  4 

Fistula  ...  4 
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52.  The  causes  of  deaths  of  non-official  Europeans  were  : — - 

Chronic  bronchitis  and  cardiac  failure  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  4 

Typhoid  fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  4 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  4 

Pneumococcal  meningitis  .  1 

Peripheral  neuritis  and  serous  meningitis  . 

Subdural  haemorrhage  .  4 

Coronary  thrombosis  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  4 

Gastro-enteritis  (child)  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  1 

Internal  haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  ...  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  4 

Fracture  of  skull  (child)  ... 

Multiple  crush  injuries  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  4 
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TABLE  X 

Non-Official  Europeans 


• 

Number 

Invalided 

Died 

Merchants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1,193 

6 

4 

Missionaries,  Males  ... 

291 

2 

1 

Missionaries,  Females 

208 

1 

— 

Mining  Community  ... 

1,423 

23 

4 

Women  (non-official)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  « 

1,136 

3 

— 

Children  (general) 

322 

— 

2 

4,573 
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(iii)  Official  African  Population 


TABLE  XI 

Number 

Number 

Number  of 

Resident 

Invalided 

Deaths 

8,070 

42 

28 

53.  The  number  of  resident  African  officials  rose  from  6,983  to  8,070. 

The  number  of  invalidings  dropped  from  43  to  42  and  deaths  rose  from  25  to  28. 


54.  The  causes  of  invalidings  of  African  officials  wei 


Pulmonary  tuberculosis  .. 
Defective  Vision  ... 
Neurosis 

Carcinoma  of  Rectum 

Hemiplegia 

Spastic  Paresis  of  legs 

Neurasthenia 

Schizophrenia 

Acute  Mania 

Total  loss  of  right  eye  and 
Chronic  ulcer 

Bilateral  optic  atrophy  .. 
Arthritic  spine 

Syphilis  . 

Cardio- vascular  syphilis  .. 
Mitral  stenosis 


psycho 


sis 


Myocardial  degeneration  ... 

Valvular  Disease  of  Heart 
Cardio- vascular  disease  ... 
Cardio-renal  disease 
Arterio-sclerosis  and  Hypertension 
Chronic-nephritis  and  Hypertension 
Arterial  Hypertension 
Severe  anaemia 

Menorrhagia  . 

Pain  in  Legs  . 


10 

4 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


42 
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55.  The  causes  of  deaths  of  African  officials  were 


Pulmonary  tubercolosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  5 

Infective  Hepatitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Heat  Stroke  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Blackwater  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Acute  Laryngitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Perforated  Duodenal  ulcer  .  ] 

Septicaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  1 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dyspnoea  and  Oedema  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  1 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Acute  Intestinal  obstruction  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Retention  of  Urine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Myocarditis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Aortic  Aneurysm  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cardiac  failure  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Arterial  Hypertension  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Cerebral  thrombosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chronic  nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gonococcal  infection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Toxaemia  following  ischio-rectal  abscess  ...  ...  .  1 

Major  epilepsy  ...  ...  .  ...  .  1 
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(iv)  Hygiene  and  Sanitation 

56.  Housing. — Housing  accommodation  in  Accra,  Kumasi  and  the  larger  centres  continued  to  be 
extremely  short,  and  there  was  considerable  overcrowding. 

In  Accra  although  there  was  considerable  building  of  the  better  class  of  house,  little  progress  was  made 
in  reducing  the  density  of  the  population  in  such  areas  as  James  Town  and  UssherTown.  Building  materials 
were  neither  so  scarce  nor  so  expensive  as  last  year,  but  difficulty  was  caused  by  unauthorised  building.  Under 
the  auspices  of  the  Department  of  Social  Welfare  and  Housing,  153  temporary  dwellings  in  Accra 
were  converted  to  permanent  ones  and  the  conversion  of  the  South  Labadi  Road  Estate  was  completed.  In 
addition  288  single  rooms  with  ancillary  buildings  were  erected  on  the  Sabon  Zongo  Housing  Estate.  The 
Asawasi  Housing  Estate  at  Kumasi  was  completed  and  18  three-roomed  cottages,  24  two-roomed  cottages, 
32  combined  stores  and  dwellings  and  180  single  rooms  with  ancillary  buildings  were  completed  during  the  year. 

57.  Food  in  relation  to  Health  and  Disease. — Gross  malnutrition  was  not  common  anywhere  in  the 
country,  but  there  were  many  indications  of  nutritional  deficiency  amongst  the  population. 

The  chief  sufferers  were  children,  migrant  labourers  and  expectant  mothers.  Some  malnutrition  in 
the  larger  centres  was  due  more  to  ignorance  than  to  scarcity. 

The  cost  of  foodstuffs  continues  to  rise  and  this  has  partly  offset  the  benefits  derived  from  the  Korsah 
and  other  awards. 

Food  production  has  been  adequate  although  the  rainfall  distribution  in  the  Norhtern  Territories  gave 
rise  to  minor  shortages. 

A  shortage  of  protein  continued  to  be  the  main  cause  of  dietary  deficiency  particularly  in  those  parts 
of  the  north  where  fresh  fish  is  unknown. 

A  survey  of  the  Volta  River  fisheries  carried  out  by  the  Fisheries  Department  was  extended  to  the 
Northern  Territories  and  the  catches  of  typical  nets  were  recorded  at  eights  points  on  the  Volta  and 
the  Oti  Rivers.  At  all  these  places  the  rivers  were  found  to  be  well  stocked  with  fish,  and  their  value  as  a 
source  of  food  would  be  materially  increased  if  they  were  fished  more  thoroughly.  To  this  end  the  inhabitants 
of  the  river  districts  of  the  north  are  being  encouraged  to  learn  to  fish  their  own  waters  which  at  present  are 
worked  only  by  immigrant  fishermen  from  the  lower  river. 

During  the  year  the  following  pamphlets  were  issued  by  the  Medical  Department  : — - 
“  Advice  and  Suggestions  for  the  Feeding  of  School  Children  ” 

“  Advice  and  Suggestions  for  the  Supplementary  Feeding  of  Labour  ”  and 
“  Hospital  Diets  Directive  ”. 

A  film  on  Nutrition  is  in  the  course  of  preparation  and  will  be  exhibited  throughout  the  country  when 
completed. 

58.  Water  Supply.— Construction  of  rural  supplies  continued  throughout  the  year  in  the  Dagomba  and 
Wa  districts.  In  October  a  start  was  made  in  the  Ho  district  of  Togoland.  Four  hundred  and  forty  new 
wells  have  been  sunk  and  impounding  reservoirs  have  been  constructed  at  1  umu  and  Jirapa  in  the  Wa  District. 
Much  effort  has  been  directed  towards  improving  wells  sunk  in  previous  years. 
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Construction  of  piped  supplies  at  Bolgatanga  and  Pong  Tamale  was  put  in  hand  early  in  the  year  but 
owing  to  slowness  in  the  delivery  of  materials  it  will  probably  be  April  1949  before  construction  is  completed. 
Construction  of  a  large  reservoir  for  the  town  of  Berekum  in  Ashanti  was  commenced  in  October.  This  is  to 
be  a  piped  supply  and  is  scheduled  for  completion  in  1949.  Construction  of  the  water  supply  for  Yendi  has 
been  held  up  by  lack  of  essential  materials. 

A  start  was  made  at  Dzodze  with  the  sinking  of  a  number  of  experimental  boreholes  in  the  Ho  District 
and  results  are  awaited  with  keen  interest. 

Preliminary  investigations  and  surveys  continue  and  schemes  are  now  being  drawn  up  for  piped  supplies 
to  be  commenced  next  year  at  Hohoe,  Kumawu  and  Wiawso. 

59.  Mosquito  Control. — The  control  of  domestic  breeding  continued  as  previously.  During  1948  a  total 
of  3,198,986  house  and  compound  inspections  was  made.  On  7,877  occasions  mosquito  breeding  was  found, 
yielding  a  larval  index  of  O' 25  per  cent. 

60.  School  Hygiene — Accra. — A  school  Medical  Service  of  a  limited  kind  was  commenced  in  Accra  during 
May,  1948.  There  are  62  schools  in  Accra  but  owing  to  shortage  of  staff  only  nine  schools  were  visited  and 
only  children  up  to  12  years  of  age  were  inspected.  The  visiting  team  consisted  of  one  Health  Visitor  and  two 
Second  Division  Nurses. 

There  are  approximately  20,000  school  children  in  Accra  and  of  these  2,820  were  examined. 

Minor  ailments  were  treated  by  the  school  Nurses  and  other  cases  were  referred  to  the  Princess  Marie 
Louise  Clinic,  where  they  were  seen  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  In  addition  lectures  were  given  to  the 
children  on  personal  hygiene,  diet  and  general  rules  of  health.  Parents  of  younger  children  received  advice. 

The  commonest  conditions  met  with  were  :  Skin  Diseases,  Malaria  and  Conjunctivitis. 

A  large  number  of  children  were  found  to  be  under- weight.  Many  of  them  are  sent  to  school  without  a 
morning  meal  and  are  given  a  few  pence  to  provide  themselves  with  food  for  the  day.  As  can  be  imagined  this 
money  is  not  always  spent  intelligently.  The  mothers  of  these  children  often  work  as  petty  traders  and  are 
absent  from  home  all  day,  returning  late  in  the  evening  too  tired  to  cook  an  evening  meal.  The  children  thus 
depend  on  bought  food  for  the  whole  day. 

ACCRA  SCHOOLS— TABLE  OF  HEIGHTS  AND  WEIGHTS 


TABLE  XII 

Age 

Average 

Average 

Number 

Height 

Weight 

Examined 

6  yrs 

42  inches 

43  lb. 

331 

7  „ 

49  „ 

•54  ,, 

207 

8  ,, 

51 

53  „ 

229 

9  ,, 

52  ,, 

56  ,, 

224 

10  ,, 

52 

64  „ 

153 

1)  ,, 

55 

66  „ 

98 

12  ,, 

56  „ 

74  „ 

92 

I  accmation. — During  the  year  8,301  un vaccinated  school  children  were  vaccinated  by  the  Medical 
Department. 

Other  Districts. — Sick  school  children  continued  to  be  referred  to  district  hospitals,  and  Medical  Officers 
carried  out  inspections  of  schools  in  their  districts. 

61.  Prisons.— Admissions. — During  1948  there  were  13,137  admissions  of  whom  7,796  were  sentenced 
to  penal  imprisonment  and  5,272  were  admitted  for  safe  custody. 

The  daily  average  prison  population  was  2990 '61. 

General  Health. — The  general  health  of  the  prisoners  was  very  good.  There  was  a  small  outbreak  of 
(  hicken  Pox  in  the  Prison  at  Akuse  but  this  was  quickly  controlled.  There  was  no  other  outbreak  of  infectious 

disease. 

1  he  main  causes  of  disability  were  Malaria,  Bronchitis,  Helminthic  diseases  and  Skin  diseases. 
Pulmonary  1  uberculosis  accounted  for  five  of  the  deaths  amongst  prisoners. 


TABLE  XIII 


Year 

Daily  Average 

Prison  Population 

Daily  Average 
on  Sick  List 

Percentage 

Deaths 

Deaths 
per  1,000 

1940  . 

2959-19 

43-97 

| 

1-49 

28 

9-46 

1947  . 

3385-00 

43-99 

1 

1-30 

38 

11-23 

1948  . 

2990-61 

42-24 

1-41 

25 

8-36 

Overcrowding,  particularly  in  the  Central  Prisons,  is  still  a  problem  although  the  position  was  easier 
during  1948.  1  his  was  mainly  due  to  the  establishment  of  the  Industrial  Institution  and  the  Prison  Camps 

at  Ankaful  and  Maamobi. 

further  accommodation  was  provided  by  alterations  and  additions  at  Central  and  Local  Prisons. 
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During  the  year  the  new  Contagious  Diseases  Prison  was  opened.  It  is  situated  near  Ankaful 
Camp  and  all  prisoners  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  and  Leprosy  are  transferred  to  this  establishment  as  soon 
as  possible  after  admission. 

In  October  there  was  an  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  at  James  Fort  Prison,  Accra  as  a  result  of  which 
one  prisoner  died.  It  is  possible  that  the  infection  came  from  biltong  meat  issued  to  the  prisoners.  This 
meat,  after  being  cooked,  was  stored  overnight  and  issued  for  consumption  on  the  following  day. 

In  December  there  was  a  small  outbreak  of  gastro-enteritis  in  the  Sekondi  Prison.  About  30  prisoners 
were  affected  but  all  recovered  within  a  few  hours.  The  cause  was  not  proved  but  the  fresh  meat  issued  came 
under  suspicion. 

In  consequence  of  the  above  incidents  strict  instructions  were  issued  to  all  prisons  regarding 
the  absolute  cleanliness  of  kitchens.  It  was  also  emphasized  that  fresh  meat  must  be  cooked  and  consumed 
on  the  day  of  receipt. 

The  diet  scale  appears  to  be  satisfactory  and  most  prisoners  show  a  steady  gain  in  weight  during  their 
period  of  imprisonment.  Individuals  who  show  a  continued  loss  of  weight  receive  a  special  diet. 

The  Nutrition  Officer  prepared  a  list  of  alternative  items  of  diet  which  was  circulated  to  all  prisons. 

Facilities  for  women  prisoners  were  improved.  Educational  classes  were  introduced  and  the  women 
were  taught  useful  handicrafts.  Throughout  the  year  lectures  in  hygiene  and  child  welfare  were  given. 

62.  Vaccinations. — During  1948  a  total  of  1,582,841  vaccinations  and  revaccinations  against  Smallpox 
was  carried  out.  Of  this  total  493,676  persons  were  examined  and  gave  a  positive  rate  of  86  •  4  per  cent.  The 
corresponding  figures  for  1947  were  : — total  vaccinations  and  revaccinations,  613,904  ;  examinations  273,361  ; 
positive  rate  82 '35  per  cent. 

II.  SPECIAL  SERVICES 

(V)  PORT  HEALTH  AND  AIR  TRAFFIC 

63.  No  port  or  airport  was  declared  infected  during  the  year. 

Accra  is  now  the  only  terminal  airport  in  the  country. 


(VI)  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  ( Vide  para.  10) 

TABLE  XIV 


Types  of  Centre 

Attendances 

Children 

Expectant  Mothers 

Government  Centres 

61,916 

42,093 

Red  Cross  Centres 

37,479 

40,248 

Mission  Centres  ... 

89,761 

5,388 

189,156 

87,729 

64.  In  1947  the  total  attendances  were  194,778  children  and  85,011  expectant  mothers. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  were  110,677  attendances  at  weighing  clinics.  The  corresponding  figure 
for  1947  was  97,815. 

65.  (VII).  Hospitals,  Dispensaries ,  Laboratories. — A  total  of  60,796  in-patients  was  treated  in  hospitals 
during  the  year  ( vide  Return  A  of  this  Report).  This  figure  represented  an  increase  of  17,313  on  the  total 
for  1947. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  hospitals  in  1948  was  3,156  ;  that  is,  approximately  5'2  per  cent  of  the 
total  number  of  in-patients  treated.  This  figure  compares  with  6' 5  per  cent  in  1947,  6 '9  per  cent  in  1946  and 
7  per  cent  in  1945. 

There  was  also  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  out-patients  treated.  The  total  for  1948  was 
735,583  as  compared  with  570,280  in  the  previous  year. 

Radiographic  examinations  at  the  Gold  Coast  Hospital  totalled  5,158  (compared  with  4,816  in  1947) 
and  X-Ray  and  electro-therapeutic  treatments  totalled  4,615  (compared  with  4,468  in  1947) 

At  Kumasi  there  were  1,446  X-Ray  examinations  (compared  with  1,273  in  1947).  At  the  Effia  Nkwanta 
Hospital  there  were  1,404  X-Ray  examinations  and  2,729  electro-therapeutic  treatments. 

At  the  Eye  Clinic  of  the  Gold  Coast  Hospital  there  was  a  total  of  13,386  attendances  as  compared  with 
15,386  in  1947.  At  the  Kumasi  Eye  Clinic  a  total  of  13,  873  out-patients  and  104  in-patients  was  treated,  the 
surgical  cases  numbering  292. 

New  buildings  and  extensions  and  improvements  of  existing  hospital  buildings  are  described  in 
paragraph  seven  of  this  Report. 

66.  A  new  dispensary  in  the  hospital  grounds  at  Axim  was  completed  and  opened  in  February.  A  new 
dispensary  at  Peki  was  nearing  completion  and  work  was  commenced  on  a  new  dispensary  at  the  Oda 
Hospital.  The  existing  dispensary  at  the  Winneba  Hospital  was  extended. 

67.  The  laboratories  of  the  Medical  Research  Institute  carried  out  39,926  bacteriological,  pathological 
and  chemical  examinations  during  the  year.  The  total  for  the  previous  year  was  28,305.  The  total  number 
of  post-mortem  examinations  carried  out  by  the  Institute  in  1948  was  350,  as  compared  with  314  in  1947. 
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The  Kumasi  Laboratory  reported  a  marked  increase  of  work  done  with  25,788  examinations  as 
compared  with  17,916  in  1947. 

At  Effia  Nkwanta  Hospital  a  total  of  16,314  laboratory  examinations  were  carried  out  and  the  total  at 
the  Cape  Coast  Hospital  was  6,286. 

(VIII)  TRAINING  OF  MEDICAL  AND  HEALTH  PERSONNEL 

(For  details  of  Scholarship  awards  and  examination  results,  see  paragraph  6  of  this  Report). 

68.  The  Gold  Coast  Hospital  continued  to  play  a  major  part  in  the  training  of  Dispensers  and  Nurses 
for  the  Gold  Coast. 

The  School  of  Pharmacy  was  attended  by  56  Pupil  Dispensers  of  whom  18  passed  the  Druggists’ 
Examination.  One  Scholar  proceeded  to  the  United  Kingdom  to  read  for  a  degree  course  in  Pharmacy  under 
the  Colonial  Development  and  Welfare  Scheme.  During  the  year  evening  classes  were  organised  by  the 
Government  Pharmacist  to  provide  instruction  for  private  students  preparing  for  the  Druggists’  Examination. 

After  a  test  period  at  the  Gold  Coast  Hospital,  49  ex- Army  Nursing  Orderlies  obtained  appointments 
as  Pupil  Nurses.  Later,  20  of  these  who  passed  the  necessary  examination,  were  promoted  to  be  Second 
Division  Nurses. 

During  the  year  68  Probationer  Nurses  were  under  training  in  the  Hospital  and  their  presence  greatly 
enhanced  the  Nursing  Staff  position.  The  number  of  female  candidates  accepted  as  Pupil  Nurses  was  50. 

Sixteen  candidates  (11  male  and  5  female)  were  accepted  for  training  as  Mental  Nurses. 

A  scheme  is  now  in  preparation  for  the  proper  training  of  X-Ray  Attendants.  Hitherto,  apart  from 
demonstrations  and  purely  practical  training,  they  have  received  no  systematic  lectures. 

The  construction  of  the  School  of  Hygiene  and  Sanitation  was  completed  during  the  year  and  the  making 
of  furniture  and  other  equipment  is  in  hand. 

The  courses  for  Sanitary  Inspectors  were  resumed  in  February  on  the  return  of  the  Training  Officer 
from  leave.  Seven  Pupils  completed  their  training  during  the  year  and  six  were  promoted  to  Second  Division 
status.  Two  Pupils  had  their  appointments  terminated. 

There  were  39  Government  Pupils  and  9  Accra  Town  Council  Sanitary  Inspectors  attending  the  School 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

During  the  year  Native  Administration  Dressers  from  the  Northern  Territories,  Ashanti  and  the  Colony 
continued  to  receive  instruction  from  Dr.  Saunders  at  Kintampo.  This  training  includes  instruction  in  the 
systematic  treatment  of  Yaws,  Trypanosomiasis,  Field  Sterilization  and  Home  Nursing. 

The  Course  of  training  lasts  for  nine  months.  All  the  students  have  previously  undergone  nine  months 
training  in  hospital. 


III.  FINANCE 


Branch 

Expenditure  for  the  Period  1st  January, 

1948  to  31st  December,  1948 

Total 

Ordinary 

Extraordinary 

£  s.  d. 

£  5.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

Medical  and  General  “  A  ”  ... 

711,341  4  11 

4,304  9  2 

715,645  14  1 

Trypanosomiasis  Campaign  "  B  ”  ... 

22,591  2  6 

518  8  0 

23,109  10  6 

Leprosy  Survey  Central  “C  ” 

2,086  9  10 

— - 

2,086  9  10 

Nurses’  Training  College  and  Hostel  “  1)  ” 

11,140  10  10 

270  2  9 

11,416  19  7 

Yaws  Campaign  “  E  ” 

3,171  8  2 

— - 

3,171  8  2 

Total 

£750,337  2  3 

£5,092  19  11 

£755,430  2  2 

Corresponding  Total  for  Gold  Coast 

£8,431,629  10  0 

£1,208,057  15  3 

£9,039,687  11  3 

Percentage  of  total  to  total  for  the  Gold  Coast  for 
the  period  January  to  December,  1948 

8*  9 

0-  4 

7-8 

RETURN  B 

Return  of  Government  Hospitals,  1948 

Number  of  Government  Hospitals  with  Medical  Officer  ...  ...  26 

Number  of  Government  Hospitals  without  Medical  Officer  (due  to 

shortage)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


fotal  of  Government  Hospitals  ... 


33 


19 


Beds 

Cots 


RETURN  C 

Return  of  Beds  and  Cots  for  1948 


1,472 
...  236 


W.  S.  ORMISTON 

Ag.  Director  of  Medical  Services. 


Medical  Department, 
Accra. 

'lOth  July,  1949. 
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RETURN  A 


Return  of  Diseases  and  Deaths  (In-patients)  and  Diseases  (Out-patients)  for  the  Year  1948 


*  .  . 

lN-PATIENTS 

Out-patients 

Diseases 

Remaining 

'  t 

Yearly  Total 

Total 

cases 

treated 

Remaining 
in  hospital 
on  3 1st 

in  hospital 
on  31st 
Dec.,  1947 

l 

Admissions 

Deaths 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Dec.,  1948 

1.  (a)  Typhoid  fever 

15 

124  i 

112 

15 

16 

251 

7 

71 

55 

(b)  Paratyphoid  fever 

— 

5  j 

4  i 

— 

1 

9 

— 

4 

— 

(c)  Type  not  defined 

— 

2  ! 

•) 

3 

7 

— 

95 

39 

2.  T yphius  fever 

— 

7  1 

3  j 

— 

— 

10 

— 

1 

— 

3.  Relapsing  fever 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

4.  Undulant  fever 

— 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Smallpox 

1 

50 

60 

7  j 

7 

Ill 

27 

115 

123 

6.  Measles 

1 

95 

50 

2  f 

i  : 

146 

1 

865 

580 

7.  Scarlet  fever  ... 

— 

_ 

_ . 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8.  Whooping  cough 

1 

34 

24 

— 

l 

59 

— 

1,389 

1,300 

9.  Diphtheria 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

7 

4 

10.  Influenza — 

(a)  with  respiratory  complications 

1 

27 

9 

1 

— 

37 

— 

170 

103 

(b)  without  respiratory  compli- 

cations 

— 

30 

15 

— 

— 

45 

— 

72 

37 

11.  Cholera 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12.  Dysentery — - 

(a)  Amoebic  ... 

14 

321 

127 

10 

8 

462 

26 

472 

216 

\b)  Bacillary  ... 

4 

260 

112 

17 

3 

376 

5 

226 

134 

(c)  Unclassified 

— 

145 

72 

10 

2 

217 

4 

1,812 

1,156 

13.  Plague — 

(a)  Bubonic  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Pneumonic 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

(c)  Septicaemic 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14.  Acute  poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

19 

9 

— 

— 

28 

1 

28 

22 

15.  Encephalitis  lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

17 

16.  Cerebro-spinal  fever  .. . 

5 

1,138 

852 

161 

95 

1,995 

12 

1,445 

1,226 

17.  Rabies  . 

— 

9 

1 

9 

1 

10 

— 

— ■ 

18.  Tetanus 

6 

110 

72 

48 

24 

188 

1 

96 

57 

19.  Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory 

system 

38 

647 

120 

205 

37 

805 

47 

1,297 

455 

20.  Other  tuberculous  diseases  ... 

14 

91 

48 

19 

9 

153 

12 

428 

176 

21.  Leprosy  . 

606 

280 

147 

37 

12 

1 ,033 

185 

1,062 

651 

22.  Venereal  diseases- — 

(a)  Syphilis  ... 

5 

168 

24 

7 

2 

197 

9 

1,888 

536 

(b)  Gonorrhoea,  complications  and 

sequeho 

75 

2,727 

620 

31 

— 

3,422 

85 

13,163 

3,617 

{c)  Other  V.  D . 

7 

238 

48 

2 

— 

293 

3 

1,836 

807 

23.  Yellow  fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

■  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

24.  Malaria — 

(a)  Benign  tertian 

5 

230 

74 

2 

1 

309 

6 

889 

428 

(b)  Subtertian 

24 

634 

210 

8 

10 

868 

11 

3,919 

1,865 

(c)  Quartan  ... 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

6 

— 

96 

86 

(d)  Unclassified 

51 

2,316 

1,342 

74 

46 

3,709 

67 

39,307 

27,388 

25.  Blackwater  fever 

_ 

21 

6 

7 

1 

27 

— 

10 

4 

26.  Kala-azar 

_ 

- 

- 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

27.  Trypanosomiasis 

98 

397 

195 

33 

8 

690 

80 

1,172 

566 

28.  Yaws  ... 

23 

246 

83 

7 

2 

352 

4 

81,079 

62,381 

29.  Other  protozoal  diseases 

— 

35 

6 

— . 

— 

41 

— 

1,824 

459 

30.  Ankylostomiasis 

12 

528 

285 

23 

9 

825 

12 

4,568 

2,119 

31.  Schistosomiasis 

9 

465 

113 

4 

7 

587 

14 

3,270 

1,417 

32.  Other  heminthic  diseases 

12 

644 

323 

10 

5 

979 

20 

7,769 

4,182 

33.  Other  infectious  and  /or  parasitic 

diseases 

13 

530 

135 

10 

678 

13 

2,156 

1 ,360 

34.  Cancer  and  other  tumours — 

(a)  Malignant 

2 

34 

21 

14 

2 

5  i 

5 

39 

54 

(b)  Non-malignant  ... 

8 

88 

109 

3 

205 

6 

463 

222 

(c)  Undetermined 

1 

32 

15 

— 

1 

48 

1 

249 

148 

35.  Rheumatic  conditions — 

(a)  Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

_ 

_ . 

_ 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

( b )  Other  rheumatic  conditions 

5 

283 

103 

3 

_ 

391 

12 

12,130 

7,001 

36.  Diabetes 

3 

60 

28 

12 

6 

91 

8 

180 

101 

37.  Scurvey 

— 

6 

4 

_ 

_ 

10 

31 

26 

38.  Beriberi 

— 

5 

2 

1 

_ 

7 

28 

14 

39.  Pellagra 

— 

16 

2 

4 

1 

18 

— 

79 

67 

40.  Other  diseases — 

(a)  Nutritional 

9 

236 

131 

57 

21 

376 

9 

2,379 

1,787 

(6)  Endocrine  glands  and  general  ... 

3 

127 

56 

7 

4 

186 

6 

486 

352 

41.  Diseases  of  the  blood  and  blood- 

forming  organs  ... 

36 

283 

163 

52 

23 

482 

31 

2,507 

2,173 

42.  Acute  and  chronic  poisoning 

2 

28 

11 

7 

2 

41 

1 

108 

56 

43 .  Cerebral  haemorrhage 

— 

66 

36 

29 

14 

102 

l 

75 

22 

44.  Other  diseases  of  the  nervous  system 

30 

433 

235 

71 

39 

698 

37 

3,087 

1 ,567 

45.  Trachoma 

1 

25 

10 

_ 

— 

36 

— 

141 

104 

46.  Other  diseases  of  the  eye  and  annexa 

48 

647 

364 

2 

_ 

1 ,059 

30 

13,274 

8,613 

47.  Diseases  of  the  ear  and  mastoid  sinus 

3 

260 

110 

4 

2 

373 

4 

6,405 

|  3,669 

21 


RETURN  A — contd. 


Return  of  Diseases  and  Deaths  (In-patients)  and  Diseases  (Out-patients)  for  the  Year  1948 — contd. 


In-patients 

Out-patients 

Diseases 

Remaining 
in  hospital 
on  31st 
Dec.,  1947 

Yearly  Total 

Total 

cases 

trea  ted 

Remaining 
in  hospitai 
on  31st 

Admissions 

Deaths 

|  Males 

Females 

Males 

|  Females 

Males 

i  Females 

Dec.,  1948 

1 

48. 

Diseases  of  the  circulatory  system— 

| 

I 

I 

1 

1 

1 

(a)  Heart  diseases 

11 

244 

101 

|  87 

21 

356 

8 

913 

480 

(b)  Other  circulatory  diseases 

8 

133 

55 

32 

13 

196 

4 

1,045 

977 

49. 

Bronchitis 

14 

1  1,196 

485 

5 

3 

1,695 

17 

19,283 

10,709 

50. 

Pneumonia — 

(a)  Broncho-pneumonia 

* 

13 

593 

299 

77 

51 

905 

29 

566 

303 

( b )  Lobar-pneumonia 

21 

951 

296 

55 

18 

1,268 

33 

779 

419 

(c)  Otherwise  defined 

19 

469 

183 

37 

16 

671 

21 

1,393 

889 

51. 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory 
system 

20 

567 

260 

28 

10 

847 

18 

7,095 

3,560 

52. 

Diarrhoea  and  enterities — 

(a)  Under  2  years  of  age 

8 

156 

136 

28 

16 

300 

6 

3,747 

3,269 

( b )  Over  2  years  of  age 

13 

581 

240 

32 

16 

834 

11 

8,524 

4,764 

53. 

Appendicitis  ... 

3 

67 

34 

9 

1 

104 

3 

67 

24 

54. 

Hernia,  intestinal  obstruction 

32 

1,120 

71 

75 

1 1 

1,223 

33 

f  2,050 

131 

55. 

Cirrhosis  of  the  liver 

4 

70 

17 

21 

G 

91 

0 

170 

66 

56. 

Other  diseases  of  the  liver  and 
biliary  passages  ... 

8 

282 

89 

41 

7 

379 

1 

8 

791 

525 

57. 

Other  diseases  of  the  digestive 
system 

39 

827 

512 

53 

21 

1,378 

31 

25,447 

12,270 

58. 

Nephritis  (all  forms) — 

(a)  Acute 

3 

52 

27 

8 

4 

82 

6 

248 

80 

( b )  Chronic 

9 

114 

63 

30 

11 

186 

3 

431 

223 

59. 

Other  non-venereal  diseases  of  the 
genito-ur inary  system  ... 

51 

936 

1,017 

36 

10 

2,004 

58 

4,091 

6,002 

60. 

Pregnancy,  child-birth,  and  the 
puerperal  state  (including  normal 
labour  and  maternal  welfare)  . . . 

122 

4,533 

132 

4,655 

107 

83,124 

(a)  Abortion  ... 

8 

— 

911 

_ 

6  I 

919 

*  13 

_ 

1,045 

( b )  Ectopic  gestation 

1 

— 

70 

— 

5  1 

71  1 

3 

— 

70 

(c)  Toxaemias  of  pregnancy 

— 

— 

1 00 

— 

9 

100  j 

4 

— 

69 

(/)  Other  conditions  of  the  puerperal 
state 

12 

751 

91 

763 

2 

1,737 

61. 

Diseases  of  the  skin,  cellular  tissue, 
bones  and  organs  of  locomotion 

326 

6,211 

1,790 

110 

73 

8,327 

381 

66,569 

38,358 

62. 

Congenital  malformations  and  dis¬ 
eases  of  early  infancy  (including 
infant  welfare) 

78 

86 

i 

20 

16 

164 

1 

2  | 

2,650 

453 

1,816 

(a)  Congenital  debility  (children 
under  1  year) 

1 

20 

31 

6 

8 

52 

2 

507 

(b)  Premature  birth  (children  under 

1  year) 

31 

135 

16 

25 

166 

1 

251 

299 

(c)  Injury  at  bii'th  (children  under  1 
year) 

4 

5 

2 

1 

9 

58 

43 

63. 

Senility 

4 

31 

4 

5 

1  1 

39 

2 

336 

228 

64. 

External  causes- — 

(a)  Suicide 

8 

I 

6 

_ 

9  | 

1 

_  1 

30 

2 

( b )  Other  forms  of  violence 

167 

3,465 

1,043 

158 

55 

4,675 

183 

20,534 

8,296 

65. 

Ill-defined 

44 

1 

4,259 

914 

25 

40 

5,217  ! 

105  i 

J 

20,143 

13,804 

Total  ... 

*2,153 

37,678  1 

20,965 

2,020 

1,136 

60,796 

I 

1,903  j 

401,946 

333,637 

*  This  includes  85  patients  in  Mines  Hospitals  in  respect  of  which  no  Returns  were  submitted  for  1947. 
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